
NorTHerN BeACHeS CHrISTIAN SCHooL

excellence in education, Christianity in Action
www.nbcs.nsw.edu.au

In Week 3 this term, we celebrated the diversity of creative 
expression in Artists and Artisans Week. The activities gave 
expression to students’ passions and interests. Primary 
staff  and students would like to particularly thank the 
parents who assisted in the learning across the week. We 
could not have accomplished all that we did without your 
generous contribution.

STAGE 
Linking in with their inquiry unit about insects, students 
used a variety of media, including foam paint, wire and 
beads to create their bugs. The art installation forms the 
beginning of the dragonfl y garden. mrs Kopelke shared 
about her own art and led Stage 1 to create their bug jars 
using mixed media. Songs and creative movement were 
centred around the Ugly Bug Ball, free as a Bee and Icky 
Icky Insects. 

Kindergarten and Preschool were visited by author, Kirrily 
Lowe, creator of the series of books, The Invisible Tree. 
Keep an eye out for Buggy Beasts that have swarmed in 
and inhabited Kindergarten.

Artists &
Artisans 
Week

STAGE 
Students worked within their passions of science, art, 
robotics, drama or coding. The students were enthusiastically 
engaged in activities including:
•	 Creating code commands for robots using the Scratch 

software, which is used in developing video games
•	 exploring aspects of Shakespeare, with the drama group 

looking at The Tempest and A Midsummer Night’s Dream
•	 Creating beautiful 3d gardens, inspired by monet 
•	 much careful collaboration around Lego robotics 

STAGE 
As part of the Go Business project, the Stage 3 students 
commenced the design process for the logo of their 
prototyped business idea. The students began the design 
process with an explicit teaching session, followed by 
workshops using a variety of media options.

In designing the logo, the students considered how to reach 
the target audience and eff ective marketing, remembering 
that ‘every logo tells a story’. The combined logos will be 
displayed as a single mural in time for Showcase.
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Celebrating 
lifelong 
learning

We hope you enjoy this new print format 
of Pipeline as we share and celebrate 
the learning journey of Preschool and 
Primary students. What a rich adventure 
it is!

At this time of the year I regularly meet 
with prospective families as they look 
to enrol their children at NBCS in the 
following school year. When we visit 
the different learning spaces the parents 
usually comment about the students’ 
engagement and I proudly talk to them 
about the learning programs and the 
dedication of our staff.

The context for learning at NBCS 
promotes ownership and responsibility 
for learning in the students. The 
programs are carefully scaffolded, 
ensuring that curriculum standards are 
met and presented within a relevant and 
personalised way. Visiting parents tell 
me they can see that NBCS is preparing 
students for the future.

In this edition of Pipeline you will read 
about the range of learning and breadth 
of opportunities our students experience, 
including the creativity of Artists and 
Artisans week, the Stage 2 students 
appreciation of plants in Plantastic, 
as well as finding out what has been 
happening in Preschool, sporting 
achievements and CIA.

In the upcoming editions of Pipeline we 
look forward to sharing and celebrating 
life in Primary at NBCS.

Mr Peter Grimes
HeAd of PrImAry

Pottering Around
The 3 day Preschool group has 
been learning about visual arts from 
miss Buono, who has been teaching 
them skills to work with clay and 
the techniques to make clay pots. 
The children were shown a lump of 
clay and asked to suggest what it 
was, what it is used for and how it 
is used. molly thought it was a rock, 
eli thought it looked like rubbish, 
Alannah knew it was clay.

The children decided that clay wasn’t glass, but it was a soft, muddy 
type of playdough that is used to make things like cups, bowls and 
plates that can be decorated. The children were enthusiastic and eager 
to learn.

They started with playdough to learn the basic steps, as it is easier to 
manipulate. miss Buono taught the children how to make a ball and roll 
the playdough to turn it into a pinch pot, then how to make a cylinder 
shape that looked like a snake and make it into a coil pot. 

The children were encouraged to persist even when it was difficult and 
their persistence with playdough was rewarded. In the next step they 
used their new-found skills to work with clay.

P r e s c h o o lh e a d  o f  P r i m a r y

Be Brave
What does it mean to be brave? This is what we are finding out. We 
decided that being brave means more than being strong in a situation 
that can be nerve-wracking. 

In CIA recently we congratulated the amazing Kindergarten students 
who were brave when they started school this year. Sometimes we 
need to be brave when we are doing something new and when we see 
something that is not quite right.

We learnt about Shadrach, meshach and Abednego who stood up for 
what they believed. deep in their hearts they knew the only thing to do 
was to continue to worship God. They were so brave when they faced 
the blazing furnace and trusted that God would rescue them. 

our goal is to be brave by:
•	 standing up for God
•	 standing up for others
•	 standing up for ourselves

Have you been brave this week? 
early Stage 1 and Stage 1 students would love to hear your story.

miss Natalie Wade

c h r i s t i a N i t y  i N  a c t i o N



That’s Plantastic

We depend on plants for many things, for the oxygen we breathe, many 
foods, clothing fibres, building materials, medicines and fuels, and also 
for the pleasures of beautiful flowers. Jobs in agriculture, horticulture, 
forestry, conservation of natural habitats and gardening all require an 
understanding of plants.

Stage 2 students are becoming experts in this topic through this term’s 
inquiry unit Plantastic, which has integrated Science and Technology, 
Personal development and Health, and Christian Studies. The students 
are growing a sense of wonder and appreciation of plants as they 
investigate the process of germination, the stages of a plants life cycle 
and what plants need to be able to grow.

Throughout the term the students are also growing a mystery seed. 
They are recording the seed’s growth, observing and taking notes. each 
task they complete provides resources and clues to work out what has 
been planted. 

Sustainability is another central theme throughout the term, as we look 
at how we can care for God’s amazing environment and ensure future 
generations can enjoy the outdoors as much as we do.

We hope to provide a range of information that will be able to help you 
with your garden. There is now a website where you can ask questions 
or request assistance. our students will research to find the answers, 
or ask an expert to help. If you are particularly interested in plants and 
would like to become one of our experts please contact the Stage 2 
teachers. Later in the term students will begin a passion project so they 
can further investigate an area of interest. 

stage 2 teachers

s ta g e  2  f o c u s h i g h l i g h t s

Snapshots

Dates for 
your Diary
Monday 25 August, 4-7pm

Showcase 2014

Wednesday 27 August

fathers’ day Stall

Thursday 4 September, 7:30am

Primary fathers’ day 
Breakfast

Tuesday 16 September 

Big Night In (Band concert)

Miss Paratore and Miss Chantelle’s Stage 2 
classes received a fun surprise in Week 4, with 
the arrival of their new tangram tables. The 
tables are in a range of shapes and colours, and 
have already been reconfigured many times over 
by students.

c a l e N d a r



Sport Highlights
nsW Junior surfing 
titles
In July, year 5 student Ben Wilson competed at the NSW 
Junior State competition for surfing in Port macquarie, 
against the best surfers from across the state Ben progressed 
well through the heats to make the final. He kept his cool 
and finished in second place.

Zone athletiCs 
Carnival 
Congratulations to the NBCS Primary Athletics Team for the 
outstanding results at the North met Zone Athletics Carnival 
earlier this term, with our school winning the carnival. This is 
a credit to the athletes, after much training and preparation 
from individuals and teams. NBCS had a strong team with 
more than 60 participants.

Some outstanding achievements to celebrate:
•	 Smooth baton changes in the relay helped three of the 

teams to gain 1st place. 
•	 The Senior Girls relay Team broke the record - Lara 

Wilkinson, emma o’reilly, Charlotte raspass and faith 
Sherwood

•	 Holly Saunders broke or equalled the records in the Junior 
Girls High Jump, Junior Girls Long Jump and the 9 years 
Girls 200m

•	 Charlotte Winston-Booth broke the 12 years Girls Long 
Jump record

•	 NBCS gained four Age Champions: 
- Cayla Phillips - 9 years Girls 
- Gabriel Stuart - 9 years Boys 
- Charlotte Winston Booth - 12 years Girls 
- Christopher Wyatt - 12 years Boys

nsW Junior squash
Championships
year 6 student, elliot Inman recently competed in the NSW 
State Junior Squash Championships in Coffs Harbour and 
came 4th in the U13 age group.

As a result of this performance elliot has been selected to 
represent NSW in the Australian Junior Championships in 
Perth this September. This is a 10 day tournament where he 
will be competing with teams from across Australia.

P r i m a r y  s P o r t


