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Deep learning, passion, engagement, ownership, 
responsibility, confi dence, collaboration and creativity – 
these are some of the words that describe the learning 
opportunities that our students encounter everyday at 
school and were celebrated at Showcase 2014. Below are 
some of the highlights from each section of Primary.

SCrIBBly GUM PreSChOOl: For Showcase, Preschool 
hosted an alfresco gallery, with jazz music and twinkling 
lights creating an inviting atmosphere for parents. This 
was an opportunity for the children to proudly share 
their artwork with family and friends. The 3 Day Group 
presented mixed media self portraits and the 2 Day 
Group told the stories about their collage. Both groups 
collaborated on art projects that were sold in a silent 
auction, raising $335 for the NBCS GO Program.

KINDerGArTeN AND STAGe 1: Visitors were greeted 
by grasshoppers, bees, ladybirds, spiders and caterpillars 
as the students-in-disguise gave them a personal tour of 
their learning spaces. The treasure maps ensured that the 
visitors didn’t miss any part of the learning on display, 
including a bug museum, the land of eric Carle, the 
Dragonfl y Garden, 3D Drawings and 100 day celebrations.

Showcase
of Learning

STAGe 2: The students in Stage 2 presented their learning 
in unique and creative ways. There was Great Greenfi ngers 
– a TV program produced by the students, projects that 
started in ‘Artists and Artisans Week’, monologues from 
Shakespeare, computer animations created through 
coding, and programmable robots.

STAGe 3: Showcase provided an exciting opportunity 
for Stage 3 students to display the product prototype 
for their GO Business Matrix project. The students were 
given the task of creating a product from recyclable 
materials, focusing on ideas that entrepreneurial children 
in developing countries could make and sell, starting 
their own small business. An important phase of the 
GO Business planning has been to develop and present 
the prototype of the business idea. To reach this stage, 
the students attended workshops on business strategy, 
environmental awareness and marketing. At Showcase 
they were able to test the market and receive feedback 
from potential customers, providing valuable insight for 
the production phase. Creativity abounded, with highlights 
including jewellery made from pencils, candles mounted on 
driftwood, and a range of games utilising materials such as 
marbles and old swimming pool noodles.
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Term 3

As we look back over Term 3, so much 
has happened. We celebrated amazing 
achievements, wonderful creativity, and, 
of course, our dads. Showcase, the annual 
celebration of learning across the school, 
was an outstanding success, and deep 
learning was clearly seen in every space 
and classroom. 

At the Stage 3 GO Business expo on 
Showcase night, our students proudly 
showed the prototype of their ‘product’  
after working on the business, marketing 
and sustainability plan. In the final weeks 
of term the unit of work culminated with 
the Market Day where each prototype 
became a product to be sold, raising 
funds for the NBCS GO Program.

In Week 7, Primary students celebrated 
Fathers’ Day over breakfast on the oval 
and basketball court. Sizzling sausages 
and fresh coffee warmed us up on a 
colder than usual spring morning. While 
most tried to keep warm, others braved 
the cold as a wet sponge target for GO 
fundraising. A variety of games broke out 
– soccer, rugby, Newcomb ball and even 
a game of cricket. This was a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate and appreciate 
the dads in Primary.

My father gave me the greatest 
gift anyone could give another 
person, he believed in me.
– JIM VAlVANO, COlleGe COACh & BrOADCASTer

I would like to extend my thanks to the 
amazing Primary teaching team who 
continue to display immense dedication 
and professionalism.

Peter Grimes
heAD OF PrIMAry

Insects & Bugs

Kindergarten and Stage 1 classrooms have been a hive of activity this 
term, as students collaborate on shared projects. In Stage 1, students 
have been investigating bugs, while the Kindergarten classes have 
been working in teams to solve the vast problems experienced in ‘The 
land of eric Carle’.
 
All teams work best when each member knows the part they play 
and these teams are no exception. each team is made up of five 
important roles. The Director keeps the team on task and the 
Manager is responsible for all resources. The Trouble Shooter has the 
highly valued role of being the only team member who may approach 
a teacher, the Presenter reports back to the wider groups and the 
Secret Spy encourages their team and celebrates team success with 
the class. Students have displayed maturity, creativity and deep 
thinking as they have learnt from each other.
 
In Kindergarten a few weeks ago, when the Bad Tempered ladybird 
left the land of eric Carle and stormed into the classroom, the 
children listened to her problems, then immediately formed teams 
and started thinking about how to make her happy again. The groups 
generated many, many ideas – from which they chose one key 
idea. The results were inspiring. One group made sparkly spots for 
ladybird, whilst another team made her a teddy bear. Two creative 
teams even planned a wedding and designed her a gown (along with  
a suit for The Very hungry Caterpillar, her groom). Kindergarten were 
convinced that a wedding would fix everything!
 
In Stage 1, students have been developing their research skills, 
using laptops and library books to learn all about one particular bug. 
each team has been responsible for making a museum display that 
shares this learning in a creative way. Students used iPads to take 
photographs of their bug’s habitat, and created awards to give their 
bugs in order to highlight their unique contributions to the world. The 
Fly team invented “The Gross Award” – awarded to flies for living on 
a liquid diet of dung. Students then evaluated another team’s display 
and gave feedback. As teachers, we have found peers make incredibly 
powerful assessors, and we are often in awe of how accurate and 
honest this form of assessment can be.
 
All students are to be congratulated on their collaborative inquiries. 
It has been exciting to see the students not only building skills in 
research, problem solving and presentation, but also growing in their 
ability to communicate, negotiate and work alongside others.

Jo Barrett & Anna Fuller
STAGe 1 MANAGer & leArNING leADer
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Reading in 
The Zone
One of the best moments in a parent’s day is that moment when 
PJs are on, teeth are done and you’re settling onto your child’s bed 
for story time. reading aloud to your children can be such a wonder. 
experiencing the joy of books as you read together seems to draw 
each one closer 
together. Family jokes 
come from funny 
books shared, great 
knowledge is learned 
through reading, 
there are tears and 
laughter as you walk 
the journey with each 
character.
 
It’s this experience of 
reading aloud that we 
have been enjoying 
in the Zone in Term 
3. each home class 
is reading the novel, 
‘Someone like Me’ 
by elaine Forrestal. 
however, none of the 
children have a copy 
of the novel, we are not investigating the grammar, dissecting the 
punctuation or completing comprehension questions.  This is a novel 
that we are sharing as a ‘family’.
 
Two or three times a week, you will see this family of thirty clustered 
around their teacher, listening with bated breath to the next step 
in Tas’ adventure. you may hear a collective groan at another of his 
terrible jokes or perhaps the indignant complaint as a teacher closes 
the book at the cliff hanging end of the chapter – in some cases this 
moment borders on a riot as the family is desperate to know what 
will happen next!
 
This term, we have deliberately chosen to only read the story aloud, 
each teacher providing their own voices for the characters, their 
own expression to the text – allowing students to sit back and 
imagine Tas’ world as a whole. Students then respond by writing 
poetry, illustrating or writing from another perspective. The students’ 
overwhelmingly enthusiastic response has reminded us of the great 
benefit of reading aloud – no matter how old the child!
 
For some more passionate ideas about reading aloud, we recommend 
a list of ‘10 read Aloud Commandments’ written by celebrated 
author Mem Fox, available on her website: memfox.com
 
Marina Blythe & Jane Worthington
STAGe 3 TeACherS

S ta g e  3  F o c u S

HisTory 
makers
Do you want to be a history maker?
Is it in your DNA?

Stage 2 has been learning about DNA in 
this term’s unit ‘Plantastic’. Just as each 
plant has DNA to reproduce, we also 
found out that Jesus’ DNA is in us to 
reproduce his values here on earth.

Children, recently and in the past, locally 
and globally have taken action and made 
a difference. In the lord’s Prayer, Jesus 
said, “your will be done, your kingdom 
come, in earth as it is in heaven.” Jesus 
wants us to make a difference, to be his 
hands and feet for good.

The life of Anne Frank showed us that 
one young person, keeping a diary and 
being brave against opposition shone a 
light to the world on the terrible things 
that happened to the Jews in Amsterdam 
during the Second World War. 

In 1983 Samantha Smith, then a ten year 
old girl, wrote to the russian President 
to find out what was causing the trouble 
between russia and America. She said to 
Mr Andropov, “God made the world for us 
to live together in peace and not fight.” 

A Pakistani boy, Iqbal Masih escaped from 
child slavery at 10 years old and stood up 
for the rights of children.

We also remembered Annabel Deibe from 
our own school. When she was in year 5 
she wanted to make a difference to the 
lives of children in Uganda. She was 
willing to sacrifice her long hair and shave 
her head to raise awareness and funds for 
children at Watoto.

Children can write, they can act and they 
can face a big challenge. Children can 
make a difference

Tim Stanwell
STAGe 2

c H r i S t i a n i t y  i n  a c t i o n



Sport Highlights

snow sporTs

21 students from across the school, along with their families, 
headed to Thredbo in the July school holidays to participate 
in the annual Interschool Ski and Snowboard Championships. 
Individual competitors Mila randall, Max Dowling, Noah 
Dowling and Sammy Johnson and Division 5 Alpine team, 
Ben hutchison, Oliver leigh, Sammy Johnson and Taj Walsh 
were invited to the NSW State Championships at Thredbo 
in August. At this event our students achieved their personal 
best results. Two students, Sammy Johnson, year 4 and 
Mila randall, year 12 earned a position at the National 
Competition in September.

Cssa aTHleTiCs

NBCS achieved success at the CSSA Athletics Carnival, with 
20 students from the team qualified for the CIS Athletics 
Carnival, as well as the NBCS relay teams. 

Three girls were Age Champions:
AWD - holly Saunders 
9 years - Cayla Phillips 
11 years - emma O’reilly

nsw pssa 
sTaTe 
sofTball
year 6 students Nina Paton 
and Charlotte Winston-Booth 
competed in the state Softball 
competition as part of the CIS 
team. The team was placed 
second, runner-up to Sydney 
North.

Cssa 
meTropoliTan 
Cup - neTball and 
soCCer

Three NBCS teams qualified for the CSSA State Metropolitan 
Cup at Penrith – Senior Boys Soccer, Junior Girls Netball 
and Senior Girls Netball. The teams each proceeded to the 
quarter finals. The Junior Girls Netball team was narrowly 
defeated by rouse hill Anglican College, the team that 
eventually won their age group.

Congratulations to our Primary sportsmen and sportswomen 
on these outstanding efforts – excellent results for both 
individuals and teams.
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